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Bugs creep into Paiment’s art

.H+n__n bugs artist

J Faul  Parement?
§ ...._.._um.u_:_"n_u. eve

thing.  Cleverhy,

FPaiement  creates  beguiling
intings of hybrid bugs and
ﬂq_mu. _.mq_u._n.mnﬂ_.__._u__“_qn_.__._ar.mmﬂm.ln_._
Mothe: Mature. His art demorr
strates how rmapidly an artist,
rather thon scentist, can miaks
n new species evolve, The exhi-
bition, at the Loguna Art Bhr
s is entithsd “Hybrids 1.0 -
2.5," an artist’s playful vision of
an evolubiorary deviation that
can only happen on paper.
Using an old egg tempera,
watercdor technique, the art-
ist creates bug-hke ereabures,
which, when first s, kool ke
entomological illus bra biores.
Soon, however  ammusement
takes hold as we realze that
these appenling “things” are
nature in artifice. These are
not insects, but o composibe of
human toys and gadgetry made
to bok deceptively like bugs.
Gleefally, we search, among
wings, antennae or other insect
anatoomy, for hidden, but famik
iar chjests that, on first glance,
seem like a real irsect. To make
the wark even more appealing,
FPaiement presents his menag-
erke arrangsd in cardy striped
colors ared target-like circles,
something  hle  colors  and

shapesused in
Optical  art,
achertising,
o illustra-
tions for the
young.  The
upk=at rature
.uﬁm. the design
contribubes to
the jogful anmr
bi=nce of the
exhibition.

Paiement starts from the ac-
tual physickgy of a particular
buig. He portrays each of his n-
sects either from their top or
from thar backs, where the
mest intriguing bug armtanmy is
found .._.|_._.ml_”__ _._.M 14W_nn4u H_._.__w
af the body parts with common
human olgects, which by asso-
ciation take on inseet qualitics,
The bottom of o sreaker, in the
contesit of an enlorged
shape, 15 comineing as a wing.
A ke from sunglasses overay-
ing an electric shevver and comr
bined with a butterfly wing i=
tramsformed to gossamer crea-
tures. Poner drills become kbing
scranry legs; and a Volkswa-
gen Bestle, from an cerial view
with the addition of spindly
legs bevomes o beetle

ﬂwu..oi_._m from pointing to
pamnting, we relish s=arching
among Palement's imoginateee
bug-be=mngs ard chuclle when
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CARASSD
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we see how common shopes
turn wus into visual sleuths.
Palernent is o master of shapes,
finding like shopes that re-
semble others, but which are
Just slightly different. Similar-

makes= for believability when
_M_..Unﬁn_ in the context of real
bewdy parts. Falement follows in
an old tradition of, for example,
Giusseppe Archimbalds, o 1Gth
Century  ltalian  artist  who
painted portraits from a eomr
pomibe of frts and vegetmbles.
In this type of trompe l'ecil, or
fciol thee ey depiction, the artist
adds ancther dimersion to the
art, relishing that vieveers need
bor hunt through imegery tofind
the unexpected.

The essence of Paement's
art 15 shapes. In the ‘908, stody-
ing at University of Scuthern
Califorma, he became inber-
ested in Rorschoch Hots and
the idea of Interpreting ima
ery. Based on the human t
ency to find the recognzable in
the unrecomizable, people be

n to mee Farmniliar images in the
_m-.“.uﬂa_._nn_._ blots where there
maoy ot ke ame Paement's
idecs begin wnith the fact the
ﬂ_".ﬁ__"._.w see shapes first, even

e they e ocolor He is
drmen to shapes and finds o

trip to Target o browsing
thraugh a Sharper Image cata-
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FHAOTO COURTESY OF LAGUNA ART MUSEUM
BUGS: Paul Palement’s work, on exhibit at Laguna &rt Mu-
seum, ks the artist’s playful vision of an evolutionary deviation

that can only happen on papec

kgue, o nch source for finding
new shapes to connect to his
fantasy bugsor othershapes he
may be creating.

The exhibition, therefore, is
about a shkillful artist having
fun wath the public, shoming us
something about how we per-
ceme imagery, howr we can be
Haplully fooled, and, mest 1m-
portantly, bowr disparate 1deas
when combined appear as
something  completelby  differ-
ent. Below the hght-hearted

surface, Falement points cut at
keast o existential prine ples
- peopke terd to mtionalze the
irrational, ard that art can lift
us into o vworld of realiby or fan-
tosy where the impossible is

poesible.
The Loguna Art bluseum is

beated Gt 207 CLIF Dinve, 945
4o =071,

The esdhibition eleses an July
10

Visit Foberta Carasse's Web
=ibe ot WL arass s oo freberta.

ART EDGE: 751 5 Coast Fhay
JO7-TE20,

AFTISAMEE: Cakb Seimon,
Lynn Read and Aglin Aker, 278
Beach St 494-0G87.

AVIATION ARTS: Chuck
Yeager, Buzz Aldrin, Meill Arm-

4E7-2214.

COHTEMPORARY CHINESE FIHE
ART: “Tibet and (ther Places.”
Soul Art Meditation, & to 7 pom.,
second  Thursday  of  ench
menth, $15 1090 5 Coast Hhay,
ATEGTER,

ART GALLERIES

Faregt fwe. ot Pacific
Hhy,, 3755410,

FOEREST AVENUE FIHE ART: 5w
Ho Lee. 220 Forest Awe,
AT6-4244.

GALLERY 1951 Marin Turk
1951 5 Coast Fhay, TI5-1842

Cogst

Surfl Culture Redux. 207 ChLF
Dirive, 45-8071.

LAEUMA COLLERE OF ART &
DESKEM: “Best of the Best,” qu-
nexd student art show, 2222 [a-
guna Caryon Foad 2786000,

E-._!.. lﬁ_l.—.—_ .___.:—p_n. BElake

berg ard Paula Schoen, 254 B
Cuoast Hone, 4975442
MIRAMOA: Khchell: Sarmer-
jandl7 5 Cozst Fhay ot Hotel
Wh_m_.:._n. 4a7-4491,
PACIFIC EDGE: Tom Swirnm.
1540 5 Coast Hug, 494-0431L



