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Bugs creep into Paiment’s art

That bugs  artist
J Poul  Paement?
Alsclutely every-
thing.  Thkeverh,
Palement  creates  beguiling
intings of hybrid bugs and
Etlds fnsc-dﬂ'n -I:-r-:hnahg}' with
Mother Mabure. His art demornr
strates how mpidly an artist,
rather than scientist, can moke
a neve species evove, The exhi-
bation, at the Loguna Art B
seum is entitled “Hybrads 1.0 -
.5, an artist’s playful vision of
an evolubtorary deviation that
can only happen on papsr.
Using an old egg tempera,
wateredor technique, the art-
ist cremtes bug-like creatures,
which, when first seen, ok like
entomalogical illuas tra tiores.
Soon, howerer  amussment
takes hold a= we realze that
thes= appealing “things” are
nature 0 artifice. These are
not insects, but o composite of
human teys and gadgetry made
to book deceptively like bugs.
Glechally, =e scarch, among
mng—. anten noe or d:hﬂ mseck
anatoory, for hidden, but farmi b
iar chjests that, on first glance,
seem like o real insect. To make
the work even more appealing,
Falement presents his menng-
erie arrangsd in candy striped
colors and target-like circles,
something  lke colors  and

shapesused in
Optical  ar,
achertizing,
o illustra-
tions for  the
young.  The
de'H't rature

the design
contributes to
the joyful amr
bienee of the
exhibition.

Paiement starts from the ac-
tual physiclgy of a particular
bug. He portrays each of his in-
sects either from their top or
from thar backs, whers the
miost intriguing bug arabormy i
found THE Il-E |'¢E|ac¢: some
of the body parts with common
human abjects, which by assc-
ciation take oo inssct qualities.
The bottom of a srealker, in the
contest of an enlarged By
shape, 18 comancing as o wing.
Alens from sunglasses cverday-
ing an elestric sherver and eonr
bined with o butterflly wing is
transtormed to gossamer crea-
tures. Power drills become kbing
scramry legs; and a Volkswa-
gen Bestle, from an oerial vies
with the addition of spindly
II&E.I'. bevomes o beetle.

loving  from  painting to
painting, we relish searching
among Paiement's imaginatmve
bug-te=ing= ard chuckle when
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me see how common shopes
turn us ko visuml slasths.
Palerment 1s 0 master of shapes,
finding hke shopes that re
semble others, bat =hich are
Just shightly different. Similar-
ity makes for believability =hen
ploced in the context of real
by parts. Falement follows in
anold tradition of, for example,
Giusseppe Archimboldo, a 1Gth
Century  Italian  artist  who
painted portraits from o comr
posite of fruits and vegembles.
In this type of trompe lecil, or
fool the eye depiction, the artist
adds another dimersion to the
art, relishing that vievrars nesd
te hunt through i megery to find
the unexpected.

The essence of Paement's
art 1= shapes. In the 90, study-
ing at University of Scuthern
Califorma, he became inber-
ested in Rorschoch Hots and
the idea of interpreting ima
ery. Based on the human t
ency to Fird the recognzable in
the unrecogmizable, people be-
Eln tor se Farmiliar imoges in the

rachach blots where there
may ot ke ame Paement's
idecs begin wmith the fact the

ple see shopes first, even

e they see colon He is
drmen to shapes and finds o
trip to Tar, or  bronas
tth::ugh a Shg?pﬂ' Image -:al:-f
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PHOTOCOURTESY OF LAGUMA ART MUSELM
BUGS: Paul Palement's work, on exhibit st Laguns Art Mu-
seum, & the artats playiul vislan of an evolullonary deviation

thal can anly happesn an papec

kgue, o nch source for finding
new shopes bo connect bo his
fantasy bugsor othershapes he
miy be creating.

The exhibition, therefore, is
about a skillful artist having
fun wath the public, shoming us
something about how we per-
cemve imagery, bow we can be
Haplully fooled, and, mest im-
portantly, how disparate ideas
when combined appear  as
something  completely  differ-
ent. Below the light-henrted

surface, Paement poants cut at
knst b existential prineiples
- people terd to mationalze the
irrational, ard that art can hifk
us inte avorld of realiby or fan-
tasy where the impossible is
possible

The Laguna Art Museum is
kcated ab 207 Chif Dinve, 242
dad 5071

The esdhibition closes on Juby
10,

WVisit Boberta Carassa's Weh
site ot wew.carasecemreberia.




